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SHA RANGARAJAN LAYS

ith its global
arters in Sweden.

fis continued to prosper
s Pune headquarters over
e years. With its progressive
growth, they realised the
need for a bigger facility.
They roped in Ar. Usha
Rangarajan, Principal
Architect, Landmark

Design Group fo develop a
design that would achieve
sustainability through simple.
sensible design and create a
work environment that would
be open and nurture a sense

of community and belonging.
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ON NATURAL ELEMENTS AND SUBTLE COLO
MAKE SKF'S CORPORATE OFFICE AN
INVITING WORKPLACE.

Photographs: Anand Diwadkar
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Note the naturally-ventilated
landscaped central atrium that
forms the spine of the building.
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The reception area is an open,
centrally located double-height
space seamlessly connected to the
landscaped afrium.
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The sleek and contemporary
director’s lounge area.
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Note the compact and
functionally-efficient secretary's
cabin just outside the MD cabin.

=

The technologically-advanced
boardroom.
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One of the director's cabin with
nodular desks and a meeting table.

he site located in Chinchwad, Pune, has an
'ensive tree cover and wild vegetation.
'architect has responsibly integrated the
Clure with the natural lush surounding.
=§rchitec1 has also stringently followed other
ainable norms in order fo acquire a LEED
:Ti”iUm certification.
uj;:;i :Od over an area of 37,640 sq. ft., the
shruey s designed as a low-slung ground plus one
. -lure. Keeping the functionality of the office.
TT Planning played a vital role. The ground.i_!oor
ang r::j ‘oception area, purchase area, HR facility
ir.;,l,rq”’_“lﬂls1ruﬁon office. This floor also has other
ang r,_; wg. Zones like visitor meeting rooms. Cf::nteen
ey ,D""""Ce z0ne. The first floor has functional
*10rthe finance, business excellence and
unf:;rijmnr?‘ teams as well as offices of the
"0m kng Director and other Directors, board
*10Unge and a breakout area.
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BKF

"the aim of reducing heat gain of the building, it is oriented on oanasi-Wes'r ‘?"Es

Onger North and South facades, thus, drastically reduc:irjg the C?Ohl’:lg load. This also

'ates the provision of large openings on the Noﬂh;jcllowmg daylight into the work

G5 well as enabling a sweeping view of the landscape. o '

‘Plaining the conceptgfurfher. Usha informs, “In order to flood the @eno; rs::ni‘mr:@s v::h

accommodate nine members of the central management :r o arsht we ecTs AR Scnned BT 1S 0'"'~:";—-m I;u?:irg:: )
"0t the building, enabling visual linkage with natural landscape no a., !

but "doors g5 wel. In place of a skylight, which would have led to the ingress of direct solar

orms. Usha says, “The design adigy; . ing is provided. The circular form is evidently
g the topo : - Qfion q . _ight glazing is provi ; ‘
conditions, environmentaql factors »oraphy in iind and also other factors like the site Qn Mport nd heat, a ve"fllofed north-lig gd leader in the manufacture of bearings.
stived for a climate-respons; “ - and workplace requirements. We have consciously Watey ant shape for this company, a world-le
| Sive design. B : e .
| architecture, severql qualita Y €mploying the pnnciples of solar-passive

. * z n al s-u
i ies in circular form help bind together the exterior and interior landscape
tive goals too were achiey
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The view of the atrium.
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The afrium also serves
as a walk-through
experience zone,
showcasing the

SKF products.
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The'crnum also serves as a walk-through experience zone, showcasing the app“f-a“""’
of SKF's fet?hnology in almost all facets of daily life. Visitor meeting rooms are located ot
the recepfion area and also at each department. The reception area is an open. centraly
:zcgfed double‘-heigh!. space fronting onto the entrance porch and flowing into the
Mr:j t :‘;Lu;l:d cr_nurn. This spac?, wﬂh its matte-finished granite fioor and black and
e iture in linear forms, is minimal in design and in congruence with the rest of the
interior spaces.
w.::?:::g:ez: :::,f lZydestlgan o be functional with specific, yet modular furniture: .,
e out and sleek and light modular workstations, glass is used &'

nsparency. While the departments are housed separately, they aré visualY
connected lo each other, reinforcing the spirit of being part o?one team.

Th2 modem and striking
lugade of the building.

15 & 16

Another view of
the passage which
wverlocks the atrium.

ol

The large first floor has north-facing blocks that have a better quality of daylight and more
views, hence this space has more number of work zones, whereas the south facing block
accommodates the senior management. Each work zone links with the atrium landscape on
one side and outdoor landscape on the other. Cabins for the senior management are spacious,
yet minimalistic. Modular desks and meeting fables are provided. Individual control over lighting,
ventilation and visual connectivity is enabled. Being located on the southem fagade, the
exterior walls are constructed as cavity walls and smaller double glazed windows are provided

to minimise heat gain.
The SKF campus is now transformed into one of the most beautiful workspaces in the city

— a welcome respite from typical glass fagade buildings. This office truly reflects the creative
and sophisticated image of the company. B

1 AR. USHA RANGARAJAN
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